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both be by men of such high international reputation that their mere 
names should guarantee in each case the value of the work. Really 
only Duchesne can review Mommsen, and only Mommsen, Duchesne ; 
all that the layman may venture to do is to describe and mention the 
relation of the latter to the former. 

In the matter of text, Mommsen himself says that his edition 
establishes and confirms that of Duchesne, rather than corrects it. He 
uses fewer MSS. than Duchesne, but these few have been carefully 
selected and examined with great pains, and include two hitherto neg- 
lected. Nevertheless, it is true, as Duchesne himself confesses in the 
Melanges, that both in text and apparatus the edition is on the whole 
some advance even over that of Duchesne. 

The volume contains not only the text of the Liber, with very full, 
careful, and most ingeniously indicated apparatus, but texts of the 
so-called Felician and Cononian epitomes, which are themselves prime 
authorities for the text. In the Prolegomena also the MS. authorities 
for these epitomes are discussed, as well as the general MSS., and in 
both cases with great fulness and clearness. In the Prolegomena, too, 
there are important discussions of the origin and age of the Liber, of 
its sources, of the order of the Roman bishops and the lengths of their 
episcopates, etc., etc., some of the conclusions being more or less 
sharply in contradiction to those of Duchesne, who has since reaffirmed 
his own conclusions in the Melanges. The most interesting of these 
points of difference is in the matter of date : Mommsen assigns one 
edition to the first decade of the seventh century and the other to about 
650, while Duchesne holds them to be a century older, with, however, 
the addition of several lives after the year 536. 

Princeton University Library. Ernest C. Richardson. 

The (Ecumenical Documents of the Faith. Edited, with 
Introduction and Notes. By T. Herbert Bindley, B.D., 
Merton College, Oxford, etc. London : Methuen & Co., 
1899. Pp. x+311. 6s. 

By The (Ecumenical Documents of the Faith Mr. Bindley means the 
Nicene Creed, three Epistles of Cyril, the Tome of Leo, and the Chalce- 
donian Definition. He gives the original texts of these documents, 
and elucidates them with historical and dogmatic annotations. We 
have thus a handy volume, containing material of the first importance 
to the student of early church history. 
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As already suggested the author's position is that all documents 
must be approached through two avenues. There is, first, the historical 
avenue, through which the causes leading to the formulary are to be 
investigated. There is, secondly, the dogmatic avenue, in which we 
deal with finished results and technical statements of the truth. 

If we are to understand a document at all, we must know the his- 
tory that lies imbedded in its phrases. A phrase or a proposition is 
usually formulated to rectify some counter-phrase or proposition that 
is conceived to be wrong. Sometimes the counter-phrase or proposi- 
tion is a protest against a wrong tendency working out of an orthodox 
proposition. This is seen, for example, in the rise of Sabellianism 
and its opposing conception, Arianism. Thus it becomes evident that 
to know any important document we must know its entire historical 
environment. 

The author, accordingly, begins his consideration of each docu- 
ment with a short historical introduction, in which he indicates the 
principal historical events that contributed to the production of the 
document. Then follow a clear and concise analysis, the text, and 
critical notes. 

Mr. Bindley's method is, accordingly, to be commended. When 
followed closely it will always yield good results. 

His conservatism shows itself all through his book. The more 
radical or even progressive reader will incline here and there to limit 
the extent of his inferences, and sometimes even to deny that he has 
any basis for his tacit assumptions. 

However, the emphasis which he puts on history is an excellent 
safeguard. His scholarship is keen, his style is clear, and his book is 
a valuable contribution to the "oecumenical documents of the faith." 

The University of Chicago. J- " ■ Moncrief. 



The Lutheran Cyclopedia. Edited by Henry Eyster Jacobs, 
D.D., Dean of the Lutheran Theological Seminary, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., and Rev. John A. W. Haas, B.D., with 
the Cooperation of Professor O. Zockler, University of 
Greifswald, and other European scholars, and representative 
scholars from the various synods. New York : Charles 
Scribner's Sons. 1899. Pp. vii+572. $4. 

This work does much to supply a long-felt want of many who do 
not read German, or who cannot afford to purchase the ponderous 



